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upon Louis Napoleon depended upon his record
during the dictatorship alone, it would indeed
be a favourable one. Only one stain besmirches
this period - his confiscation of the property of
the Orleans family, estimated at many millions
of francs ; this cost him the support of some of the
more moderate leaders, but, since the proceeds
of these forfeitures went towards the provision
of public baths, asylums, and similar institutions,
his prestige was thereby enhanced still further
with the lower classes.

He now made no attempt to camouflage the
existence of a Court that was imperial in all but
name. The State apartments of the Tuileries,
the former palace of kings, were thrown open for
banquets and receptions. As yet, however, he
hesitated to take up official residence there, but
lost no opportunity of displaying himself to the
people at military reviews, gala nights at the
Opera, the Comddie Franfaise, and other theatres.
He made a practice of visiting the poorer quarters
of Paris, alone and on foot, and on the boule-
vards his open carriage soon became a familiar
sight to the populace. Never had the people
seen a ruler who mixed so freely and demo-
cratically amongst them. The effect of his conduct
soon became apparent. Delegations waited upon
him and petitions were presented, requesting
him to restore the Empire. Doubtless most of